
Page 1

   Newsletter
    Inland Empire Chapter News
          Southern California Section, Association of Environmental and Engineering Geologists

____________________________________________________________________________________________
June 21  2006, (11-Jun-06)                              Editor: Rick Gu ndry    rick.gundry@ verizon.net     (951) 924-6756                                    Vol . 2, N o. 6

Call for Officer Candidates, Nominations, Volunteers : Officers  for 2006/2007 
  

Late Quaternary deformation and sedimentation
history, Coachella fan area located between the Mecca
Hills and Indio Hills, and northeast of the San
Andreas fault, eastern Coachella Valley, California.

    Wednesday  21-June-2006

     5:30 - 6:30   Geologist Orientation    Lobby or Bar

     6:30 - 7:15   Dinner    Banquet Room

     7:15 - 8:30   Meeting    Banquet Room

              Hungry Hunter, Temecula
                         (Meeting Cost  $25  - $32 , includes tax and gratuity) 

          (Order from Banquet Menu, see location details below for options) 
        (Fund-raising donation suggested is $5.00, or more)

               (RSVP/Directions below)

Dear AEG Members:

Meeting location details and directions are
found inside this Newsletter, as well as other
news potentially of interest to you.  

    RSVP Please Send e-Mail; RSVP to Rick      
    Gundry at  rick.Gundry@verizon.net, by COB 
    15th-June or call RSVP at (951) 924- 6756.

For meeting location and directions please
see details below, or for other contact Info.

This Month’s Speaker:

Dr. Miles D. Kenney, Senior Project

Geologist, Petra Geotechnical, Inc., San

Diego, California.

abstract

Evidence provided by fault trenching and geologic
mapping over 5400 acres within the Coachella fan
area located northwest of the Mecca Hills,
southeast of the Indio Hills and northeast of the

mailto:rick.gundry@verizon.net
mailto:rick.Gundry@verizon.net,
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San Andreas fault indicates variations of
sedimentation, erosion, and seismically induced
deformation during the Quaternary.   Sedimentary
units in the region include (from oldest to
youngest), a middle to lower member of the Palm
Spring Formation, a member of the Canebrake
Formation, upper member of the Palm Spring
For mation (mid-Ple is tocene) ,  Ocotillo
Conglomerate (late Pleistocene), and younger fan
deposits within current drainages (latest Pleistocene
to recent).   

Small exposures of faulted and steeply folded
middle or lower Palm Spring Formation suggest
that transpressive deformation similar to
deformation seen in the Mecca and/or Indio Hills
occurred between these two localities prior to and
or during deposition of the mid-Pleistocene
Canebrake member.  The transpressive style
deformation subsided prior to deposition of the
upper Palm Spring Formation which consists of
low energy fluvial and lacustrine deposits that
crossed east of the current location of the San
Andreas fault.  

Soon after deposition of the upper Palm Spring
Formation (~700,000 years ago), the unit was
tilted toward the southwest, which coincides with
deposition of coarse grained overlying Ocotillo
Conglomerate upon the deformed upper Palm
Spring Formation.  Just prior to and during
deposition of the Ocotillo Conglomerate, a series of
closely spaced (10s of feet), dominantly
southwestern dipping normal listric faults striking
approximately parallel to fan contours and the
local San Andreas fault accommodated
southwestward transport.   The normal faults
appear listric with basal shear surfaces within clay
and liquefiable zones in primarily Palm Spring
Formation.  

Contemporaneous tilting and folding occurred on
the northeast side of the San Andreas fault (the
buttress) as they moved toward the southwest
(downslope).  The lateral spreading along normal
and stacked parallel to bedding basal shear
surfaces along weak zones was likely attributed to
a combination of factors including down-slope dip
of the Palm Spring Formation, unit composition,

abundant groundwater during the Pleistocene, and
strong local ground shaking. This style of
deformation decreased dramatically in the latest
Pleistocene (<35ky) but continues on a few
relatively widely spaced (100’s feet) oblique strike-
slip normal faults suggesting either deeper basal
shear surfaces (deeper groundwater) utilized for
southwest transport during lateral spreading,
and/or tectonic faults associated with local
kinematics.  Thus, the majority of the late
Pleistocene faults in this region are associated with
gravitational and ground shaking forces, and to a
lesser degree to tectonic far-field forces. 

Historical Biography

Dr. Kenney comes to us with a tremendous
amount of experiences over 20-years in the San
Diego area.  Miles continues since 1985 as a
musician as a song-writer and performing with
vocals and electric guitar, amidst academic and
professional endeavors. In 1988 as an intern
during his senior year at San Diego State
University, he worked in the Radioisotope
Department, Naval Ocean Systems Center. After
receiving his B.S. in Geological Sciences with
emphasis in Chemistry at San Diego State
University, became  Staff Geologist Geotechnical
Engineering with Leighton and Associates,
southern California from 1989-1993.  He was a
Research Assistant at San Diego State University
and then University of Oregon, Eugene from
1993 to 1999, receiving his Doctorate in
Geological Sciences working with Ray Weldon
on the Quaternary deformation in the eastern San
Gabriel Mountains.  Miles was Project Geologist
in fault hazard analysis with Earth Consultants
International from 1999-2002, and then returned
again to Leighton as a Staff Geologist in
Temecula.  Since then Miles is the Senior Project
Geologist, Fault Hazard Specialist and working
in geotechnical engineering and fault hazard
evaluations with Petra Geotechnical, Inc.,in  San
Diego, California.  From 1999 to early 2005,
Miles taught geology courses at San Diego State
University and numerous community colleges in
the San Diego area.  He has many published pap
and several distinguished awards and honors.
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Nomination/Election of 2006-2007

Officers

The current term of Chapter Officer expires 30-
Sep-06. Therefore Open Season for Nominations
of 2006-2007 Chapter Officers is underway upon
us, the Members and attenders.  Please NOTE: 

Candidates for Officers should be AEG Members
or become AEG Members, Candidates for
President are required to be a Member of AEG
by 1-Oct-06.  Please NOW submit your
Nomination of specific candidates for Officers to
President Gary Wallace (see Officer contact
information below) with a copy to Past President
Frank Jordan at GEO.Jordan@gmail.com .  

A slate of candidates will be submitted in a
forthcoming Notice based on a final call for
nominations at the June meeting. Nominations
will not be considered following the business of
the June meeting.  Write-in canidates are allowed
(see below). An Election Ballot will will be
distributed prior to the July meeting Notice, and
be available following that.    

An Election will occur at the August Meeting,
and new Officer installation will occur at the
September meeting.  Write-ins will be allowed,
including floor nominations at the August
meeting during meeting business immediately
before the actual election.  New Officers will be
in charge effective 1-Oct-06.

Message from the President

   Chapter President’ s message -  June

Greeting s fello w envir onmenta l and
enginee ring ge olog ists of  the Inland
Empi re.  

The June meeting w as held  in the rusti c
Pinnacle Peak restaurant in Colto n, which
is famo us for  cutting o f the ties  of a ny
foolish enough to  wear o ne.  Severed ties
line  the wal ls th roughou t the  restau rant. 
Fortunately, the a ttire of the geo logist

atten ding t he Jun e meeti ng did n ot
warrant  such  drastic  measur es.  

An excellen t talk was presented by
Stephen Testa , despite a  computer
failu re that  prevent ed viewi ng of
photograph s he had  compil ed for the  talk. 
Double t hanks  to Mr. Testa  who also
made a  prese ntation at the R ules and
Regulations shor t course at UCR , which
was c o-sp onso red w ith Inland
Geological Society .  

Our thanks go out to th at group,
coordina ting Instructor Tien Lee  of UCR
Department  of Earth Sciences ;  
presenters Paul Sweeny,  Steve Testa,
David J ones, Steven Kupferman,
Alfredo Zanoria, John Broderick,
Janice Hern andez  and UCR Extensi on
Services st aff .  

Please cons ider a ttending the upco ming
rock slope s tabil ity sh ort cours e in Ju ne. 
This will be a ha nds-o n cours e that w ill
enhance  the kno wledg e and s kills o f all
who a ttend.   Plea se sign up ear ly to
reser ve yo ur plac e and t o aid  the
instruct ors and Chapter in planni ng.

Many tha nks to th e Petr a spo nsors  who
have p rovid ed fina ncial sup port  to the
Charte r.  Tho se indiv iduals a nd
organizat ion are ack nowledged  below.    

Cordially,

Gary Wallace
AEG Inland Empire Chapter
2006 Pre sident

Secretary’s report 

The May meeting held at Pinnacle Pete’s in
Colton was well attended by all who wanted
to gain in broadening their knowledge of the
importance of the petroleum industry in
California. Despite our technical difficulties
Stephen Testa did a great job at presenting a
snapshot of the influences of geologist and
oil played on the California economy.  

mailto:GEO.Jordan@gmail.com
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Prior to dinner, the board met to discuss the
proposed “Rock Slope Stability Investigation
and Analysis” short course.  Thanks to all
who responded to our survey of interest on
the topic. Based on the number of those who
are committed to attend the board
unanimously confirm the class will be held in
Temecula on June 23 and 24. Many thanks
to Rick Gundry for his tireless research and
planning. 

As always if you have topic of interest or a
place you think we should visit forward you
information to anyone on the board. Also
remember nominations for new board
members are open now. 

See you in June.

Thanks, 
Mike Cook
AEG Inland Empire Secretary

 Treasurer’s Report

The End-Of-Year Fiscal Report for AEG Fiscal
Year 2005-2006, ending 30-June-06, for Inland
Empire Chapter will be forthcoming after 30-
Jun-06, for submitting  to AEG Southern
California Section, and AEG National at the
designated time-frame, likely  30-AUG-2006.

We have about $2,000 in the Chapter
banking account, which is a couple of orders
of magnitude larger than one-year ago,
thanks to many individuals and companies
that donated with terrific giving to Petras
financial foundation-building in this inaugural
year.  

Although the Chapter was initially formed in
early April 2005 (or several weeks before as
some may remember), the inaugural year
finance-building for a stronger monetary 
foundation began about a year ago, and ends
30-June-06.  

Thanks to all PETRAS SPONSORS and all
those that have also incrementally made
donations which all counts up.  

Rick Gundry, Treasurer

Thanks

Thanks to the 17 Professionals that attended the
May 17, 2006 Meeting at Pinnacle Peak’s
STEAKHOUSE in Colton, California, as
follows:

Mr. And Mrs. Steve Testa, California State
Mining and Geology Board;  Dr. Kerry Cato,
CATO GEOSCIENCES INC.;  Rick Gundry,
Bureau of Indian Affairs;  David Gaddie,
Riverside County Planning Department;  Janis
Hernandez,  California Geological Survey;
Gary Wallace,  RMA Group;   Mike Cook,
Kleinfelder and Associates, Inc.;  Scott Mathis; 
Leighton Consulting;  Doug Cook, Sladden
Engineering;  Mark Spykerman, Earth Systems
Southwest;  Dave Perry, MACTEC;   Ken
Dowell, RMA Group; Gary Rasmussen, Gary
S. Rasmussen and Associates, Inc.; Tiana
Rasmussen, Gary S. Rasmussen and Associates,
Inc.; Bill O’Braitis, URS Corporation; and  Jeff
Keaton, MACTEC.

Thanks to those who provided donations to AEG
Inland Empire Chapter at this meeting.

Meeting Location

The meeting site is located in the City of
Temecula West of I-215 on Jefferson
Avenue at Winchester Road.. 

The Hungry Hunter
27600 Jefferson Avenue
Temecula, CA 

(951) 694-1475
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Banquet Meal Options - Basic Choice
$25-$32

-  Standard Prime Rib
-  Forest Mushroom Chicken
-  Roasted Baked Salmon
-  Baby-back BBQ Ribs

(Sides may differ per basic option, includes
offered drink choice; but is no-host Bar.  Call
to find options with basic choices, costs.
Other needs available upon request at time of
event.)

Directions to Meeting

Proceeding South on I-15 or I-215 to
Temecula, after Freeways merge, prepare
very soon to EXIT at Winchester Road and
turn right at end of off-ramp on Winchester
Road to head west briefly to turn
immediately left. At Jefferson Avenue, turn
left to proceed south immediate to turn left

to parking area for Hungry Hunter.  
Proceeding North on I-215 to Temecula
watch for Winchester Road and EXIT, to
turn Left (west) on Winchester Road.  Cross
over freeway preparing to turn left.  At
Jefferson Avenue (the first left) turn left
proceeding south for immediate turn left into

parking area for Hungry Hunter.               

            

RSVP  Please by Thursday, Close of
Business JUNE 15 2006:  send eMail RSVP
to Rick Gundry at rick.gundry@verizon.net ,
or call RSVP  (951) 924-6756 to leave
message. IMPORTANT !     Thanks. 

Upcoming Short Courses

Summer 2006 -  “R ock Fall Slope Stability
and Analysis for Geologists”  Fri/Sat  
23-24 Jun-06.  See actual Notice or

contact rick.gundry@verizon.net  For

information/description/registration/enroll

ment.

$250 (members/students)

$275 (non-AEG members)

$300 (at door)

 

Enroll in advance and save money.  See
Chapter Web-Page at AEG Southern
California Section Home-Page for
registration and enrollment information
(and course information). Registration at
the door is more costly. 

NOT A MEMBER ?    Just think, 
becom e AEG Member and
immediatel y save money for cou rse
enrollm ent as a Member and  $30
discou nt for 3 years for n ew Members.

Fall 2006 -  “Groundwater issues and problems
in the Inland Empire” (tba)

Winter 2007 -  “Seismologic, Faulting and Fault
Investigation”  (tba)

Spring 2007 -  “Edge-cutting Frontiers of
Geologic Interest” (tba)

mailto:rick.gundry@verizon.net
mailto:rick.gundry@verizon.net
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Aquifer Test Analisis:  Two-Part

Series

Dr. Tom Perina, CH2Mhill, is to speak at two
nearly consecutive meetings in differing
technical detail and complexity.  A more
introductory presentation will be given at the
Inland Geological Society monthly meeting in
Riverside on Wednesday June 7, 2006, and a
more technical presentation will be presented
at the AEG Inland Empire Chapter meeting
on Wednesday August 16, 2006, in Temecula. 
(See meting details below.)   Consider
attending both meetings regardless of your
expertise !

Hopefully, you participated in the pre-

Meeting

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Future Meetings    

 JULY Wednesday JULY 19, 2006, Corona
 – Claim Jumper, Corona 

         Richard Jahns Distinguished
      Lecturer in Engineering Geology
“ Rock-fall Analysis and Mitigation”
__  Jerry D. Higgins, Ph.D., P.G., Associate
Professor of Engineering Geology, Department of
Geology & Geological Engineering, Colorado
School of Mines, Golden, Colorado

AUG Wednesday AUGUST 16, 2006, Temecula
- Hungry Hunter, Temecula

“ Advanced Aquifer test analysis with the
general well function"
__ Dr. Tom Perina, PG, CHG, Senior
Hydrogeologist, CH2MHill, Riverside, California 

SEP  Wednesday SEPT 20, 2006, Riverside
– Citrus City Grille, Riverside

"The Physics of Interacting Faults" 
__ Dr. David Oglesby, Assistant Professor of
Geophysics, Department of Earth Sciences,
University of California, Riverside, Riverside,
California. 
 

OCT   Wednesday OCT 18, 2006, Temecula
- Pat &Oscars Restaurant, Temecula

“ AEG SoCal Section Perspective/Outlook”
__ Charles Nestle, Past Chairman, AEG SoCal   
Section, LA Department of Public Works.

“2007 AEG Annual Meeting, Los Angeles” 
__ Jeffrey R. Keaton, AEG Annual Meeting
Chair MACTEC, Los Angeles, California

NOV   Wednesday NOV, 15, 06 Rancho
California

- Claim Jumper, Rancho Cucamonga

“ Refraction Microtremor for Shallow Shear
Velocity”
__  Tiana Rasmussen, Geophysicist, Project
Geologist, Gary S. Rasmussen and Associates,
Inc., San Bernardino, California

DEC   Wednesday DEC 20, 2006, Corona
- Cask ‘N Cleaver Steakhouse, Corona

“Secondary Fault-Rupture-Hazards at a
School Damagaed by the 1971 San Fernando
Earthquake”
__ Jefrey R. Keaton, MACTEC, Los Angeles,
California.
 
JAN   Wednesday JAN 21, 2006  Redlands

- Marie Calender
“Speaker/Topic to be announced”
__ How About You ?  Informal is OK !

FEB   Wednesday FEB 15, 2006, Temecula
- Hungry Hunter, Temecula

“The Search for PaleoTsunami Deposits in
Southern Thailand”
__ Dr. Brady Rhodes, Professor, Department of
Geology, California State University, Fullerton,
Fullerton, California

    Connecting . . .
Professionals

Practice,
And the Public
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Officer Contact Information 

AEG Inland Empire Chapter
Southern California Section

Gary Wallace, President
Gary@rmagrp.com
(909) 989-1751

Scott Mathis, VicePresident, So. Sector
SMathis@leightongeo.com 
(951) 296-0530

Doug Cook, VicePresident, No. Sector
DCook@sladdenengineering.com     
(760) 962-1868
   
Rick Gundry, Treasurer, Editor
Rick.Gundry@verizon.net      
(951) 276-6624,x257

Mike Cook, Secretary   
MCook@kleinfelder.com 
(909) 557-1463

Mark Spykerman, 
Co-Chair Field Trips
MSpykerman@earthsys.com

Rick Gundry. Co-ChairField Trips (see above)
  
Richard Orr, ad hoc Membership Chair
ROrr@Leightonconsulting.com
(909) 484 2205

AEG Inland Empire Chapter,  Addresses

OFFICIAL MAILING ADDRESS

AEG Inland Empire Chapter
P. O. Box 8944
Moreno Valley, CA 92552-8944

INTERNET URL ADDRESSES

AEG National Homepage    (NEW! Entire websiate )
www.aegweb.org

AEG Southern California Section Homepage
http://www.aegsc.org/ 

AEG Inland Empire Chapter Homepage (Via above)  
http://www.aegsc.org/chapters/inlandempire/  Inland
Empire Chapter Home-Page 

Newsletter Contact
Newsletter:   AEG Inland Impire Chapter

Contact mail, e-Mail, Internet, phone

addresses listed on this page (Rick Gundry). 

Contact anyone you want to.

AEG Inland Empire Chapter

  Well into its 2nd Year

We are looking for professional women

and men who like to be a part in:

-  serving as an Officer, or for

-  volunteering for other assistance, or   

-  volunteering ideas and suggestions.

mailto:Gary@map.com
mailto:Smathis@leightongeo.com
mailto:DougCookCEG@earthlink.net
mailto:Rick.gundry@verizon.net
mailto:Mcook@kleinfelder.com
mailto:Mspykerman@earthsys.com
mailto:Rorr@Leightonconsulting.com
mailto:Rorr@Leightonconsulting.com
http://www.aegweb.org
http://www.aegscs.org
http://www.aegsc.org/
http://www.aegsc.org/chapters/inlandempire/
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 SALUTE  TO,  AND  SPECIAL THANKS  FOR

         Inland Empire Chapter

           Association of Environmental and Engineering Geologists

       Southern California Section

   Corporate and Individual Petras Sponsors
      2005-2006

“This is a Special Recognition for those contributors during the inaugural year

now passing, to partially memorialize the significant contribution to the

financial foundational building of a bank account for the new-founded AEG

Inland Empire Chapter of the inland areas of southern California.  The credit

for the significant, initial and strong financial strength is greatly manifold due

to the founder donors who sacrificed significant contributions as listed below.  

The era of AEG Inland Empire Chapter “Petras Founders” has been

established in the record, and is now past.  The cornerstone and beginning

foundation now set first is a strong platform on which to give the strength

needed for a larger future.”

- Rick Gundry, Chapter Treasurer, 2005, and 2006 

   PETRAS Sponsors for Inaugural Year

"Petras" is a Latin term for a large rock edifice, monolith or massif of strength (eg.,
Rock of Gibralter), as different to "petros", a term for a rock or stone, something
one can pick up. It can mean something like a cornerstone, such as one set for the
foundation of a building – something strong and set first from which a foundation is
built for a larger structure needing the strength. 
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GOLD  PETRAS  SPONSOR

- John Gregg, Gregg Drilling and Testing, Inc, Gregg In
Situ, Inc., Signal Hill, California

SILVER  PETRAS  SPONSOR

- Roy J. Shlemon, Ph.D., Newport Beach, California

- Arlan Ruen, Ruen Drilling International, Inc., Ruen
Drilling, Inc, Clark Fork, ID, and Modesto, California

- Antony Martin, GEOVision Geophysical Services Services,
 Inc., Corona, California

- Richard R. Gundry, Agency Water Rights Hydrologist,
 Southern California Agency, U.S. Bureau of Indian

   Affairs, Riverside, California

- Joe Aldern, Regional Manager, Kleinfelder Inland Empire,
Redlands, California
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PETRAS SPONSOR

- Richard L. Orr, Leighton Group Of Companies, Leighton and
Associates, Inc. Rancho Cucamonga, California

- N. Thomas Sheahan, Vice President, Geomatrix Consultants Inc.,
Inland Empire Office, Corona, California

- Steven C. Suitt, Principal, Steven C. Suite and Associates, Canyon
Lake, California

- Kerry Cato, Ph. D., President, Cato Geosciences, Inc., Temecula,
California

- Jeffrey R. Keaton, Ph. D., Senior Principal Engineering Geologist,
MACTEC Engineering and Consulting, Inc., Los Angeles, CA

- Robert Riha, Manager, Leighton Consulting, Temecula, CA

- Matt Hawley, Lawson & Associates Geotechnical Asociates, Inc.,
Simi Valley, California

- Glenn Borchardt, Soil Tectonics, Berkeley, California

- David L. Perry, Engineering Geologist,  MACTEC Engineering
and Consulting, Inc., Los Angeles, California

- David J. Gadie, Assistant County Geologist, Riverside County
Planning Department, Riverside, California
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Optional Page
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