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MONTHLY DINNER MEETING

Date: Tuesday, June 8,1999

Location: Atrium Hotel, 28700 MacArthur Blvd., Irvine, CA 949-833-2770 [ Directly across
from John Wayne Airport, Thomas Guide p. 859, G-6]

Time: Social Hour - 5:30 p.m. Dinner and Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Reservations: Call (949) 253-5924 ext. 564

Cost: $2£.00 per porsen for rescrvations made by 12:69 nson Monday June 7, $38.00
at the door, and $15.00 for students w/ valid i.d.). ""No-shows" willbe billed
$10.00. ' '

Speaker: John Peck, Ph.D.

Topic: Perspectives On Radioactive Waste Disposal

Abstract - Radioactive waste disposal in the United States is in disarray. Low level disposal sites established in the sixties
have mostly been closed because of real or perceived leaks from shallow burial trenches. High-level radioactive waste from
defense facilities remains on various reservations around the country built for the Manhattan Project in the forties. Spent fuel
from commercial nuclear electric power production is stored at the reactor sites in temporary facilities. The Department of
Energy asserts that no repository for high-level waste will be available until 2010 at the earliest. )

The technical issues for shallow and deep geologic disposal of radioactive waste are principally those associated with ground
water movement and surface water infiltration. Each site is geologically unique and has to be characterized as a disposal site
based on the geologic and hydrologic properties present in the past, the present and predictably for the future under changed
conditions associated with waste emplacement.

The technical issues are not the ones causing the delay and indecision in finding suitable places for geologic disposal of
radioactive waste. The disposal process has been politicized to such a degree that we are essentially paralyzed into a no action
scenario. The scientific community is part of the problem. Unfocussed research and junk science for political purposes have
clouded the process to the extent that decision-makers are unable to feel comfortable with burial technology.

Biographical Sketch - Bornin 1937 in Concord, Massachusetts. B.S. in Geology from Univ. of Massachusetts, 1960, M.A.
in Geology from Dartmouth College, 1962. Geologist with the US Geological Survey from 1962 to 1974, Senior Geologist
with Stone & Webster Engineering Corp., 1974 to 1976, Consultant Geologist with Stone & Webster 1976 to 1989,
Geotechnical Manager and Senior Scientist with Science Applications International Corp., 1989 to 1997. Consulting
Geologist, present.

Life Member, Association of Engineering Geologists; Currently, Past-President of AEG; Past Chairperson, Southwestern
Section and New England Szction AEG; Former Manager of the High-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal Committee AEG.
Fellow, Geological Society of America. Active Member, American Association of Petroleum Geologists. Member of the
Advisory Committee of the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology.
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BORPELS “FIELDS OF EXPERTISE” DOCUMENT RULED INVALID

In a determination dated May 13, 1999, the State of California Office of Administrative Law (OAL) ruled that the “Fields of Expertise”
memorandum is a “regulation” without legal effect unless [emphasis added] it is adopted in compliance with the Administrative Procedure
Act. The “Fields of Expertise”document, prepared by the Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors
(BORPELS), sought to define the respective responsibilities and duties of registered geologists and registered geologists. Many geologists
objected to the approach that was taken in formulating the “Fields of Expertise” document, and its aitempt to relegate registered geologists
to, among other things, largely non-quantitative functions. Following is a overview of the recent OAL determination courtesy of Section
Member Buzz Spellman (reprinted with his permission). The letter also provides contacts at the OAL where complete copies of their
determination can be obtained (not reprinted here due to its 20-page length).

May 18, 1999

Dr. Christopher Mathewson, Executive Director
Association of Engineering Geologists
Department of Geology & Geophysics

Texas A&M University, MS 3115

College Station, TX 77843-3115

Subject: CALIFORNIA CIVIL ENGINEERS' “FIELDS OF EXPERTISE" JUDGED INVALID
Dear Chris:
Enclosed is the May 13, 1999, 20-page Determination of the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) which:

“ concludes that the memorandum “Fields of Expertise” issued by the
Board of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors (BORPELS) is
a “regulation” which is invalid because it should have been, but was not,
adopted pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act (APA)". :

This determination is very significant for the well being of all geologists licensed in California, as weli as other
states that register geologist. The Fields of Expertise, BORPELS Policy #96-10, has no legal standing in
California, nor any other state, and as such, should not be used. it is currently being misused. For

example, other States are known to be using the Fields of Expertise as a guide for Civil Engineers and
Geologists duties.

Due to the widespread distribution of the document, attomeys involved in private dispute litigation are using -
Policy #96-10 to qualify, or disqualify, expert witnesses. Similarly, geologists submitting reports to some
public agencies are being unfairly tumed down based on the Fields of Expertise policy. Further, some
geologists could not contract for geologic services due to this invalid Civil Engineers’ policy. OAL found that
*by listing some activities as suitable only for engineers, the Engineering Board's policy has an ostensible
effect on the scope of geology practice”.

Worth noting is the unanimous rejection of the *Fields of Expertise” policy by the Board of Registration for
Geologists and Geophysicists as recorded in their October 1997 minutes.

Due to the importance of OAL's findings, and possibly the effect on geologists throughout the country, !
suggest publishing this “cover ietter”, or more detailed letter by others, in the next deadiine of "AEG News”
as well as in the local California AEG Section Newsletters (Sacramento, San Francisco and Southem Calif.).
Consideration might be given, if space permits, printing entire pages 2, 7, 8 and 10 (2 and 10 if little space).
The entire document, 1999 QAL Determination No. 15", can be obtained from QAL, 555 Capitol Mall, Suite
1290, Sacramento, CA 95814 or E-mail: staff@oal.ca.gov

Sincerely,

Howard A, ‘@gpellman, AEG No. 1698

cc: James May, Jeffrey Neathery, Janet Mathewson,
Wendy Schell, Julia Tumey, Gary Pischke /
bes: Balderman, Brown, Ebersold, Fife, Hegsh, Wolf€) scLls f=», Sand>

*
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Combination protractor, scales and
ZIP.A-DIP most glﬂ:untpappmnt dip calculator!

Only $4.00 each, 2-10: $3.50; 11+ $3.00; 50+ : $2.50
Brochure describes ZIP-A-DIP and stratigraph.
PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS BELOW!

Brochure only__ ZIP-A-DIP quantity __ toial cost
Name

Address

To: ZIP-A-DIP, 3891 Ashford Dr. Eugene, OR 97405

DISTRIBUTOR FOR CHANCE® HELICAL PIER®

UNDERPINNING SYSTEM
AND THE STANLEY® COMPULEVEL™

THE ONLY ENGINEERED This Proven System Provides
FOUNDATION SYSTEM These Benefiss:

LISTED WITH THE FOLLOWING: Sigicotly lovercot compred
Building Codes: mnuapﬂy Quring kutalistion.
BOCA “Prodiciable resulls: known capecity in
Repert No, 3427 xﬁ' L
Report No. ER-5110 vion, o
SBBCCI ohun: o limited acoses arest.
Report Na. 9504 mﬂg suppon for [ailmg retaining

Proven Helical Pier® Technology i ilized T emergency shering
Now Used For Undespinning Systems For mars informanion an producr, o b you

Fe dation Stabilization is Plllbidwh -h—-.mcw wentalling con
an engineering tochnology used by electric
utilities for decades:

Helical screw anchor foundation system.

(805) 250-1488

Servng Sombars Colifmnia

Solutions Consulting Geohydrologist
Land Engineering Geologist
Water Water Quality Specialist
Sanford L. Werner

Registered Geologist
Certified Engineering Geologist

21031 Blythe Street, Canoga Park, CA 91304

(8185 998-8178
COMMITTEE CHAIRS SHORT COURSES
Sue Tanges
MEMBERSHIP (619) 442-8022
John Whitney
(714) 647-0277 EDUCATION
Ali Tabidian
LEGISLATIVE AND (818) 677-2536
REGULATORY
AFFAIRS EDITOR
Dave Ebersold Stuart Michener
(626) 568-6943 (310) 670-9221
david.b.ebersold@mw.com Nsam@pacbell.net
Mark Schluter
(626) 930-1223 DEADLINE FOR JULY
Conversegp@aol.com NEWSLETTER
SUBMITTALS IS JUNE
PUBLICATIONS 26TH.

Dawn James
(805) 499-5035

FIELD TRIPS

Kim Bishop

(213) 343-2409
kbishop@calstatela.edu

SPRING FIELD TRIP 1999!

A few shots from Kim Bishop's fantastic 2-day field trip to long run-out
rock avalanches of the Mojave Desert.

Field trip leader Kim Bishop
explaining some of the intricacies
of the Blackhawk rock avalanche

Basal contact (dashed line)

. separating the Blackhawk
Breccia from underlying

gneissic basement rocks

Proposed avalanche source
region) as viewed from the

} north). San Bernardino Mtns.
visible in background.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Engineering Geologist - Mid-sized, Santa Fe Springs, CA-based geotechnical firm seeks engineering geologist
with 2+ years experience. Field logging, mapping, and report preparation experience are essential. Please fax your
resume in confidence to (562) 945-0364 Attn: Hank Jong.

MEMBERS ON THE MOVE

Jason Holcomb, R.G., C.E.G., recently Jomcd Dames & Moore as Senior Engineering Geologist with the

geotechnical group.
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" Specializing In Hillside Drzllmg o Tough H:md Excavations "
*Test Pits/Test Borings * Foundation Underpinning & Repair

*Caissions/Grade Beams *Slope Repairs/Recompaction
*Demolition & Hauling

Friendly & Professional Service
(81 8) 7678864




